April 10, 2015
Nicola Bertolini
Head of Sector for Civil Society and Social and Territorial Cooperation
DG NEAR, European Commission
Rue de la Loi 15, 1049 Bruxelles, Belgium

RE: Public consultation with CSOs and CSO Networks in the Western Balkans and Turkey on the
IPA 2014 Call for Proposals "Support to regional thematic networks of Civil Society Organisations"

Dear Mr. Bertolini,

we write this letter as a reaction to the general outline of the Guidelines for Applicants for the above
mentioned CfP, as disseminated through the TACSO network.
ChildPact and its members from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo and Serbia welcome the
objectives and the priorities envisaged by the next IPA Civil Society Facility "Support to regional
thematic networks of Civil Society Organisations", as we believe that CSOs play a key role in fostering
functional democratic governance. In particular, ChildPact believes that child-focused CSO networks
play a crucial role in promoting social reforms and donors should invest in them as they encourage
innovation, regional cooperation and adherence to European values1.
However, we are saddened to note that children’s rights are not explicitly mentioned among the
priorities and objectives of the call. The EU has already acknowledged the importance of investing
in children through the EC Recommendation “Investing in Children – Breaking the Cycle of
Disadvantage”2 and the European Council Conclusion on Preventing and Tackling Child Poverty and
Social Exclusion and Promoting Children's Well-being3. We believe that child rights should be an
explicitly mentioned as an objective / priority for the following reasons:
1.
By investing in children, the EU can reduce the long-term risks of poverty and social
exclusion in the IPA countries.
Recent reports and empirical evidence show that in the IPA countries the number of children is
increasing while their number in the general population has decreased sharply in the past 20 years4.
We are confronted with a demographic crisis. Moreover, children are the most vulnerable category
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of citizens. In Serbia, 60,000 - 120,000 Roma children5 have little access to mainstream education,
health care and social protection due to deprivations and discriminations6. In Albania, 54,000
children aged 5 – 17 (7,7% of all children) are involved into hard work7, do not attend school and
perpetuate a vicious circle of exploitation. In Kosovo 48.6% of children are affected by poverty8.
Research has shown that children who are abandoned, abused or severely neglected can face
significant life risks that are costly to society, including lower earnings, poorer education
achievement, higher consumption of health services through old age and greater risk of
incarceration9. Investments, particularly in early childhood lead to significant reductions in infant
and child mortality, future criminal activity, drug use/abuse, and costs of social services10.
2.
By supporting child rights the EU can boost democracy, regional integration and interethnic dialogue.
USAID, one of the most important donors in the region, along with the EU, has shown that child
welfare programs are among the single most important democracy-building programs that they
have ever put in place11. Child rights are a non-sensitive issue. Any leader in the region can easily
agree that children should be protected and cared for. Every country in the region has signed the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child. We believe that regional cooperation in the field of child
protection will open the door to new relationships and trust between governments. Opportunities to
pursue development, peace and greater security in the region should start with children.
3.
Protection of the rights of the children is one of the most powerful EU Enlargement
success stories.
The EU had a huge success in contributing to reform the child protection systems in other EU
candidate countries like Romania. The story of the Romanian orphans is an example of what can be
achieved when EU’s political will is harnessed to solving issues that citizens are deeply concerned
with12. This success can and should be replicated in the current Enlargement and Neighbourhood
countries. There is a wealth of best practices and a great number of lessons learnt. It is obvious that
together the countries in this region hold the knowledge to implement the needed reforms for the
vulnerable children. But such best practices and lessons learned should be shared and the EU could
have a crucial role in encouraging the countries to learn from each other and from its own Member
States with relevant experience (such as Romania and Bulgaria), to share their transition experience
in this field.
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ChildPact, the Regional Coalition for Child Protection13, is a network of 10 child-focused national
networks from 10 different countries: Armenia, Albania, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Georgia, Kosovo, Moldova, Romania and Serbia. Bringing together 600 NGOs, our members
work with more than 500.000 vulnerable children from the Western Balkans and the South Caucasus
areas. ChildPact’s four objectives are: 1. Monitor and influence child-related policies at regional and
European levels; 2. Strengthen the capacity of its members by actively supporting their expertise
development, visibility and credibility; 3. Advocate for regional cooperation at inter-governmental
and civil society level; 4. Raise public awareness of child rights and protection issues.
Thank you for considering our input.

Yours sincerely,

Mirela Oprea,
ChildPact Secretary General
oprea@childpact.org

13

Find more information about ChildPact at: www.childpact.org

